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SURVEY  CHANGES  AND  DEFINITIONS 

Beginning  with  this  survey,  seven  additional  f loricultural  crops  are  included;  potted 
poinsettias,  lilies,  hydrangeas,  geraniums,  cut  snapdragons,  and  vegetable  and  flowering  bedding 
plants.  Also,  five  additional  States  are  included  for  selected  crops;  Alabama,  Arkansas, 
Georgia,  Kansas,  and  Virginia.  No  data  for  years  prior  to  1976  are  available  for  these  addi- 
tional crops  or  States. 


Also  beginning  with  this  survey,  geographic  coverage  for  each  crop  is  limited  to  those 
States  which  in  combination  comprised  95  percent  of  the  estimated  total  U.  S.  value  of  produc- 
tion during  the  base  year  1975.  No  attempt  is  made  in  this  report  to  expand  reported  data  to 
account  for  those  minor  producing  States  not  included  for  any  of  the  crops  shown. 


All  data  summarized  in  this  report  reflect  information  furnished  by  commercial  floriculture 
producers  in  the  States  shown.  A commercial  producer  is  defined  as  one  who  had  $10,000  or  more 
in  gross  sales  of  cut  flowers,  flowering  and  foliage  plants,  bedding  plants,  or  cultivated 
florist  greens  and  who  produced  one  or  more  of  the  crops  surveyed. 


Reported  sales  represent  both  retail  and  wholesale  quantities  sold  in  the  calendar  year 
shown.  Flowers,  plants,  or  materials  purchased  from  others  for  immediate  resale  are  excluded; 
for  foliage  plants  this  includes  plants  purchased  but  held  less  than  10  weeks;  for  potted  flower 
plants,  those  purchased  but  held  less  than  4 weeks  are  excluded.  All  data  for  foliage  and  potted 
flower  plants  represent  only  those  grown  for  indoor  or  patio  use.  Value  data  for  cut  flower  and 
potted  flower  crops  are  on  a "gross  wholesale"  basis,  before  deductions  for  sales  commissions  or 
transportation  costs.  Value  of  sales  at  wholesale  is  an  equivalent  value  calculated  by  applying 
the  average  wholesale  price  to  total  sales  for  each  State  and  the  U.  S.  total.  Value  of  sales 
for  foliage  plants,  however,  is  on  a "net  sales"  basis  and  was  derived  by  subtracting  the  re- 
ported cost  of  plant  materials  purchased  from  the  total  value  of  all  sales  (retail  and  wholesale). 


The  "area  used  for  production"  is  defined  as  the  "gross"  area  used,  including  walkways  and 
aisles.  This  includes  that  area  used  for  growing  floriculture  crops  under  glass,  plastic,  cloth, 
or  lath  and  outdoors.  The  area  is  counted  only  once  if  refilled  several  times  with  the  same  crop 
during  the  year,  but  if  refilled  with  different  crops  is  reported  under  each  one  grown. 


Production  in  terms  of  the  number  of  plants  or  pots  grown  is  no  longer  reported  beginning 
with  this  survey.  Intentions  for  the  coming  year  ( 1977)  are  now  expressed  as  a comparison  be- 
tween the  area  used  for  growing  in  1976  and  area  expected  to  be  used  during  1977. 
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HIGHLIGHTS 

The  1976  wholesale  value  of  sales  from  the  4,996  commercial  growers  surveyed  totaled 
$703  million  for  the  selected  crops  included  in  this  report.  This  report  provides  coverage 
for  9 crops  included  in  previous  surveys  and,  in  addition,  includes  data  for  the  first  time 
for  7 additional  crops  and  5 more  States.  All  cut  flowers  and  potted  flowers  accounted  for 
$347  million,  or  49  percent  of  the  total  value,  with  bedding  and  foliage  plants  adding  the 
remaining  $356  million.  California  was  the  Nation's  leading  State  in  value  of  sales  with 
$200  million  in  wholesale  value  and  Florida  was  second  at  $147  million.  Other  large  pro- 
ducing States,  ranked  in  descending  order,  were  Ohio,  Michigan,  Pennsylvania,  New  York, 
Massachusetts,  and  Illinois. 

Of  the  crops  for  which  comparison  with  1975  is  possible,  the  flower  crops  increased  10 
percent  in  1976  to  $259  million  in  wholesale  value  of  sales,  and  the  grand  total  climbed  18 
percent  to  $495  million.  Foliage  plants  showed  the  greatest  increase  in  wholesale  value 
with  a 28  percent  increase  from  1975  and  potted  mums  ran  a close  second  at  25  percent  above 
a year  earlier.  Standard  mums  was  the  only  crop  to  show  a decline,  although  very  slight. 

Vegetable  bedding  plants  topped  all  other  crops  in  terms  of  the  average  value  per 
square  foot  at  $3.10  with  potted  mums  and  tea  roses  not  far  behind  at  $2.99  per  square  foot. 
Of  the  crops  reported  in  previous  years,  potted  mums,  sweetheart  roses,  and  foliage  plants 
showed  declines  in  the  average  value  per  square  foot  compared  with  1975.  Gladioli  made  a 
large  gain  with  a value  of  $2,069  per  acre  compared  with  $1,843  per  acre  in  1975. 

STANDARD  CARNATIONS 


Sales  of  standard  carnations  in  the  six  major  producing  States  totaled  518  million 
blooms  in  1976,  off  8 percent  from  a year  earlier.  These  blooms  were  grown  on  28.8  million 
square  feet,  nearly  equal  to  the  1975  figure.  The  equivalent  wholesale  value  of  all  sales 
(retail  and  wholesale)  rose  to  $46  million,  5 percent  above  the  previous  year. 

Output  for  1977  is  expected  to  take  another  drop  as  growers  report  intentions  to 
raise  standard  carnations  on  only  28.0  million  sauare  feet,  down  3 percent  from  1976. 
California,  which  accounts  for  nearly  three-fourths  of  the  total,  will  be  down  only  2 per- 
cent in  area  of  production. 


MINIATURE  CARNATIONS 


Growers  of  miniature  carnations  in  the  seven  major  producing  States  sold  5 million 
bunches  in  1976,  up  19  percent  from  the  comparable  total  in  1975.  The  area  used  for  pro- 
duction rose  to  2.7  million  square  feet  from  1975's  2.5  million.  Sales  were  valued  at  $6 
million,  20  percent  higher  than  a year  earlier. 

Intentions  for  1977  call  for  another  increase,  as  3.0  million  square  feet  are  expected 
to  be  devoted  to  the  crop,  an  11  percent  increase  from  1976. 

STANDARD  CHRYSANTHEMUMS 


Sales  of  standard  mums  in  the  14  major  producing  States  climbed  to  140  million  blooms, 
up  3 percent  from  1975.  The  area  used  for  production  slipped,  however,  to  22.4  million 
square  feet  compared  with  23.4  million  in  1975.  This  year's  sales  were  valued  at  $29  mil- 
lion, nearly  equal  to  the  year  earlier  level. 

Another  decline  in  area  of  production  is  in  the  offing,  as  producers  report  they  intend 
to  utilize  only  21.5  million  square  feet,  down  4 percent  from  1976. 
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TABLE  1.  SELECTED  CUT  FLOWERS,  POTTED,  AND  FOLIAGE  PLANTS:  GROSS  WHOLESALE  VALUE  OF  SALES,  1975  AND  1976 

IN  SELECTED  STATES  1/ 
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TABLE  6.  POTTED  CHRYSANTHEMUMS:  NUMBER  OF  PRODUCERS,  AREA  FOR  PRODUCTION,  SALES,  PRICE,  WHOLESALE  VALUE,  1975  AND  1976 

AND  INTENDED  AREA  FOR  PRODUCTION,  1977,  IN  SELECTED  STATES 
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CROP  REPORTING  BOARD,  SRS,  USDA 


TABLE  7.  GLADIOLI:  NUMBER  OF  PRODUCERS,  AREA  FOR  PRODUCTION,  SALES,  PRICE,  WHOLESALE  VALUE,  1975  AND  1976 

AND  INTENDED  AREA  FOR  PRODUCTION,  1977,  IN  SELECTED  STATES 
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CROP  REPORTING  BOARD,  SRS,  USDA 


TABLE  8.  HYBRID  TEA  ROSES:  NUMBER  OF  PRODUCERS,  AREA  FOR  PRODUCTION,  SALES,  PRICE,  WHOLESALE  VALUE,  1975  AND  1976 

AND  INTENDED  AREA  FOR  PRODUCTION,  1977,  IN  SELECTED  STATES 
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CROP  REPORTING  BOARD,  SRS,  USDA 


TABLE  9.  SWEETHEART  ROSES:  NUMBER  OF  PRODUCERS,  AREA  FOR  PRODUCTION,  SALES,  PRICE,  WHOLESALE  VALUE,  1975  AND  1976 

AND  INTENDED  AREA  FOR  PRODUCTION,  1977,  IN  SELECTED  STATES 


O 

LO  CXI  LO 

CO 

o 

CO 

OD 

CO 

OD 

LO 

CO 

C/D 

O 

CO  P-  i — 

o 

'zp 

CO 

co 

rp 

rp 

CO 

LO 

\ 

P-* 

OH 

CD 

CXI 

CO  P CO 

*^p 

CO 

o 

IP 

LO 

co 

CO 

CO 

i — 

OD 

<L 

Li- 

1 — 

1 

OO 

cx 

CX 

LO 

O 

c 

LU 

1 

i — 

1 

o 

LU 

C/D 

< 

CD 

ZD 

LU 

on 

I 

1 

LU 

O 

_J 

O 

00 

CO 

LO  CO  LO 

o 

rp 

LO 

LO 

LO 

LO 

^p 

co 

> 

C/D 

o 

LO 

o 

CO 

O 

CO  OD 

1 — 

LO 

CO 

co 

O 

o 

LO 

m 

rP 

f' 

CO 

P'- 

CO  O LO 

co 

CO 

O 

^P 

i — 

•^P 

*^p 

rp 

OD 

1 — 

r\  <r> 

i — 

oo 

l l 

i — 

CX 

cx 

co 

1 

LU 

cz> 

CO 

rp 

CO  CXI  LO  CXI 

LO 

•^p 

r— 

LO 

CX 

OD 

rp 

OH 

rp 

• 

• 

• 

Cl 

OD 

oo 

CO 

P CXJ  OD 

^p 

CO 

co 

CO 

CO 

LO 

CX 

oo 

C/D 

LU 

t— 

< 

LU 

(/) 

CD 

LU 

1 

LO 

CO 

CX 

CONN 

o 

co 

co 

O 

cx 

rp 

pp 

oo 

o 

rp 

zc 

OD 

oo 

o 

CO  r—  OD 

co 

LO 

LO 

co 

'X' 

rp 

co 

cx 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

CO 

CD 

LO 

o rp 

co 

CO 

o 

OD 

oo 

o 

OD 

rp 

Li- 

LU 

rp 

o 

OD 

OD  o OD 

OD 

o 

o 

OD 

CO 

o 

OD 

OD 

O 

1— 

_J 

OD 

\— 

< 

<. 

i — 

\— 

C/D 

LU 

zz 

C/D 

LU 

CD 

LU 

LU 

_J 

OH 

C_> 

1 

o 

LU 

OH 

< 

zo 

Q_ 

LU 

oo 

IS 

LO 

o 

OD 

^P  CXI  CO 

i — 

OD 

OD 

OD 

^p 

o 

OD 

LO 

Cl 

rp 

o 

OD 

CD  P P 

OD 

OD 

OD 

OD 

OD 

o 

OD 

OD 

OD 

1 — 

1 — 

1 

CO 

_ 

CX  ^p  CO 

CO 

CO 

o 

o 

*^p 

CO 

rp 

OD 

CXI 

o 

CO  N ^ 

i — 

rp 

OD 

CO 

OD 

LO 

co 

CO 

LO 

CXI 

CO  1 — CXJ 

co 

O 

co 

'd- 

cx 

*^P 

co 

LO 

o 

on 

1 

OD 

rp 

OD  CO  ^ 

cx 

cx 

LO  <3-  «vP 

CX 

o 

^P 

o 

i — 

o 

CO 

1 — 

cx 

1 — 

C/D 

o 

i — 

1 

C/D 

CO 

Su 

O 

o 

rp 

rp 

1 — ^ CO  N 

LO 

^rP 

LO 

CO 

cx 

i — 

o 

o 

OD 

i — 

IP  <—  r— 

co  od 

co 

co 

co 

OD 

cx 

CX 

_J 

LO 

o 

rp 

OD 

CXJ  t—  CD 

CO 

1 — 

LO 

rp 

o 

CX 

OD 

cx 

CO 

rp 

r. 

OD 

i — 

CO 

CO  OD  CO 

cx 

cx 

CO 

co 

LO 

CX 

rp 

cx 

i — 

o o 

1 — 

1 — 

1 — 

1 

U_ 

1— 

o 

P CO 

LU 

co 

OD 

CXI  o o 

LO  o 

rP 

co 

o 

1 — 

OD 

rp 

NSSN 

CD 

OD 

OD 

o o o 

o o o 

OD  O 

CO 

CO 

OD 

• 

CTD  OD 

OH 

oo 

i — C/D  i — 

LU 

z 

< 

CL 

o 

CD 

\— 

o 

LU 

<C 

o rp 

OD 

co  rp  co 

LO 

LO 

CX 

co 

o 

cx 

o 

co 

OH 

1— 

zi  rp 

co 

i — 

CXI  o P 

1 — 

CO 

o 

co 

LO 

rp 

rp 

LU 

o 

LU  OD 

CO 

LO  CO  1— 

I — 

1 — 

cx 

cx 

LO 

1 — 

co 

O 

Q_ 

ZD 

r— 

* 

O 

o 

i — 

LO 

o 

1 — 1 

_J 

cc 

• 

Cl 

1— 

ZD 

U_ 

CD 

OH 

i — i 

O 

• 

• > 

Lu 

CO 

O' 

CXI 

CO 

CO  ^P  CO  CO  LO 

CO 

OD 

o 

1 — 

LO 

o 

OO  t— I 

rp 

oo 

o 

r-ON 

CO 

'X- 

co 

o 

rp 

■^p 

LU  CD 

<C 

OD 

LO 

CO  LO  CO  i — 

cx 

cx 

LO 

cx 

OD 

cx 

_J  ^ 

LU 

r— 

o 

< 

OH 

o 

1 — 

LO 

OO 

o 

Lu 

_J  o 

r— 

1 

C LU 

OH 

LO 

LO 

P^  CO  ^ 'd- 

LO 

OD 

o 

LO 

OD 

1 — 

o 

co 

LU  ZD 

rp 

LO 

OD 

CO  N sp 

cx 

OD 

rp 

CO  o 

CO 

cx 

■^p 

O OO 

OD 

CO  «^P  ^ r- 

1 — 

cx 

1 — 

CO 

1 — 

rp 

o 

O 

LU  _l 

1 — 

LO 

ZD  C _) 

_l  OO 

< 

> Q 

LU  Q 

CO 

1 — 

i — 

CXJ  OD  OD 

LO 

CO 

LO 

CO 

co 

LO 

CO 

CX 

1 i— ■ 

oo 

rp 

LO 

r— 

CX 

1 — 

OD 

<c  o 

cz 

OD 

i — 

oo  > 

LU 

i — 

cz 

LU  <C 

C_J 

LU 

1 

ZD 

CO 

o o 

Q 

> 

ZC  1 — 

O 

ZD 

IS 

OH 

ZH 

CD 

CL 

LO 

CXI 

OD 

CX  OD  CO 

LO 

OD 

rp 

LO 

CO 

LO 

1 — 

LO 

\—  LU 

rp 

LO 

i — i — 

1 — 

i — 

1 — 

CX 

cx 

o 

ZZ  h- 

OD 

cx 

LU  C 

i — 

_J  CD 

< o 

> _l 

*—i  _l 

ZD  <C 

LU 

CXI  CO 

1— 

U_ 

_J 

1 

LU  ZD 

< 

l — i 

O 

OO  =E 

s: 

o 

zc 

1 

<C 

1— 

1 

1 

1 

CD  OO  CD 

'“D 

>- 

OO 

<c 

1— 

C/D 

C O O _J 

ZC  C _ 

i — i 

=c 

<c 

<L 

ZL 

o 

— . p^ 

CD 

CD 

CD 

*— 1 

* 1 ^e:  zel 

o 

Q_ 

JS 

ZD 

hNI 

FLOWERS  & FOLIAGE  PLANTS,  MARCH  1977 


14 


CROP  REPORTING  BOARD,  SRS,  USDA 


TABLE  10.  FOLIAGE  PLANTS  FOR  INDOOR  OR  PATIO  USE:  NUMBER  OF  PRODUCERS,  NET  VALUE  OF  SALES,  1975  AND  1976 

AND  INTENDED  AREA  FOR  PRODUCTION,  1977,  IN  SELECTED  STATES 
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CROP  REPORTING  BOARD,  SRS,  USDA 


TABLE  11.  SNAPDRAGONS:  NUMBER  OF  PRODUCERS,  AREA  FOR  PRODUCTION,  SALES,  PRICE,  WHOLESALE  VALUE,  1975  AND  1976 

AND  INTENDED  AREA  FOR  PRODUCTION,  1977,  IN  SELECTED  STATES  J/ 
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CROP  REPORTING  BOARD,  SRS,  USDA 


TABLE  12.  POTTED  POINSETTIAS:  NUMBER  OF  PRODUCERS,  AREA  FOR  PRODUCTION,  SALES,  PRICE,  WHOLESALE  VALUE,  1975  AND  1976 

AND  INTENDED  AREA  FOR  PRODUCTION,  1977,  IN  SELECTED  STATES 
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CROP  REPORTING  BOARD,  SRS,  USDA 


TABLE  13.  POTTED  GERANIUM:  NUMBER  OF  PRODUCERS,  AREA  FOR  PRODUCTION,  SALES,  PRICE,  WHOLESALE  VALUE,  1975  AND  1976 

AND  INTENDED  AREA  FOR  PRODUCTION,  1977,  IN  SELECTED  STATES  1/ 
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TABLE  14.  POTTED  LILIES:  NUMBER  OF  PRODUCERS,  AREA  FOR  PRODUCTION,  SALES,  PRICE,  WHOLESALE  VALUE,  1975  AND  1976 

AND  INTENDED  AREA  FOR  PRODUCTION,  1977,  IN  SELECTED  STATES  J/ 
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TABLE  16.  FLOWERING  BEDDING  PLANTS:  NUMBER  OF  PRODUCERS,  AREA  FOR  PRODUCTION,  SALES,  PRICE,  WHOLESALE  VALUE,  1975  AND  1976 

AND  INTENDED  AREA  FOR  PRODUCTION,  1977,  IN  SELECTED  STATES  V 
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TABLE  17.  VEGETABLE  BEDDING  PLANTS:  NUMBER  OF  PRODUCERS,  AREA  FOR  PRODUCTION,  SALES,  PRICE,  WHOLESALE  VALUE,  1975  AND  1976, 

AND  INTENDED  AREA  FOR  PRODUCTION,  1977,  IN  SELECTED  STATES  }J 
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NOT  PUBLISHED  TO  AVOID  DISCLOSURE  OF  INDIVIDUAL  OPERATIONS. 


TABLE  18.  DERIVED  AVERAGE  VALUE  PER  UNIT  CARNATIONS,  CHRYSANTHEMUMS 
GLADIOLI,  ROSES  AND  FOLIAGE  PLANTS,  1976 
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POMPON  CHRYSANTHEMUMS 


Growers  in  the  15  major  producing  States  of  pompon  mums  sold  36  million  bunches,  only  slight- 
ly below  the  1975  total.  The  area  used  to  produce  the  crop  fell  to  37.4  million  square  feet  from 
1975 1 s 40.7  million.  California  and  Florida,  together  accounting  for  over  80  percent  of  the 
total,  were  off  8 percent  in  area  from  1975.  The  equivalent  wholesale  value  of  the  1976  sales 
totaled  $34  million,  $3  million  higher  than  in  1975. 

Producers  intend  to  grow  pompons  on  34.5  million  square  feet  in  1977,  down  8 percent. 


POTTED  CHRYSANTHEMUMS 


During  1976  in  the  21  major  States,  26  million  pots  of  mums  were  sold,  a 19  percent  jump 
from  the  previous  year.  The  area  used  for  production,  at  17.7  million  square  feet,  rose  27  per- 
cent and  the  value  of  sales,  at  $53  million,  climbed  25  percent. 

Output  of  potted  mums  is  expected  to  increase  again  in  1977,  but  not  as  dramatically. 

Growers  report  their  intentions  to  fill  17.9  million  square  feet,  or  1 percent  more  than  in  1976. 


GLADIOLI 

Sales  of  gladioli  grown  in  six  principal  States  totaled  182  million  spikes,  off  4 percent 
from  a year  earlier.  These  plants  were  grown  on  8,300  acres  compared  with  9,300  acres  in  1975. 
The  equivalent  wholesale  value  of  the  crop,  however,  rose  slightly  to  $17.2  million  from  1975  due 
to  generally  higher  average  wholesale  price  levels. 

Growers  expect  to  devote  8,200  acres  to  the  crop  in  1977,  a 2 percent  decline.  In  Florida, 
which  accounts  for  over  two-thirds  of  the  total,  intentions  for  the  coming  year  are  up  3 percent 
to  5,900  acres. 


TEA  ROSES 


Producers  of  hybrid  tea  roses  in  the  14  major  States  sold  307  million  blooms,  slightly  above 
the  comparable  1975  figure.  There  were  23.4  million  square  feet  used  in  the  production  of  tea 
roses  compared  with  23.5  million  in  1975.  The  crop  was  valued  (wholesale)  at  $59  million,  up  8 
percent  from  1975. 


Intentions  for  1977  indicate  a 4 percent  decline  to  22.5  million  square  feet. 


SWEETHEART  ROSES 


Sweetheart  rose  sales  in  the  13  principal  States  climbed  to  115  million  blooms  in  1976,  com- 
pared with  the  112  million  of  a year  earlier.  A total  gross  area  of  5.2  million  square  feet  was 
used  to  produce  the  crop,  4 percent  higher  than  in  1975.  The  equivalent  wholesale  value  of  all 
1976  sales  at  $16  million  was  14  percent  above  the  comparable  1975  figure. 

For  1977,  a drop  in  growing  area  is  expected  to  5.1  million  square  feet,  or  3 percent  below 
the  year  just  ended. 
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FOLIAGE 


Sales  of  foliage  plants  (for  indoor  and  patio  use)  continued  to  boom  as  the  net  value  of 
sales  soared  to  $236  million  in  1976  from  $185  million  a year  ago.  In  Florida,  the  Nation's  top 
producer,  the  crop's  net  value  rose  to  $111  million,  up  27  percent  from  1975.  California's  sales 
were  valued  at  $61  million,  34  percent  higher  than  a year  earlier.  The  area  used  for  production 
was  up  one-third  from  1975  to  116.3  million  square  feet;  Florida  and  California  were  up  36  per- 
cent and  31  percent,  respectively. 

A more  modest  increase  is  intended  for  1977  as  125.5  million  square  feet  are  expected  to  be 
used  for  growing  foliage  plants.  This  would  be  8 percent  above  the  1976  level  (44  percent  higher 
than  1975);  Florida  expects  a 10  percent  increase  and  in  California  4 percent  more  square  footage 
is  expected. 

SNAPDRAGONS 


Sales  of  snapdragons  in  the  20  largest  producing  States  totaled  over  14  million  stems  valued 
at  $3  million.  These  sales  were  grown  on  2.5  million  square  feet  in  gross  area  in  1976.  For  the 
coming  year,  growers  intend  to  reduce  the  area  devoted  to  the  crop  to  2.4  million  square  feet, 
off  3 percent  from  1976. 


POTTED  PO I NSETTI AS 


Growers  of  potted  poinsettias  in  26  major  States  sold  15  million  pots  during  1976,  having  an 
equivalent  wholesale  value  of  $35.5  million.  The  production  was  grown  on  21.6  million  square 
feet  in  1976.  For  the  coming  year  producers  report  their  intentions  to  utilize  23.2  million 
square  feet,  up  7 percent  from  1976. 


POTTED  GERANIUMS 


Sales  of  potted  geraniums  in  the  19  principal  producing  States  totaled  46  million  pots  and 
had  a total  wholesale  value  of  $30.4  million.  Growers  used  14.8  million  square  feet  for  produc- 
ing potted  geraniums  and,  if  their  intentions  are  realized,  will  devote  15.8  million  square  feet 
to  the  crop  in  1977,  up  7 percent  from  1976. 

POTTED  LILIES 


Producers  of  potted  lilies  in  the  27  major  States  sold  a total  of  7 million  pots  with  a 
wholesale  value  of  $14  million.  There  were  5.8  million  square  feet  used  to  produce  the  crop  in 
1976  and  an  expected  6.1  million  square  feet  will  be  in  production  in  1977,  a 5 percent  increase. 

POTTED  HYDRANGEAS 


Growers  of  potted  hydrangeas  in  24  major  producing  States  sold  2.2  million  pots  in  1976 
which  were  valued  at  $5  million.  A total  of  3.0  million  square  feet  were  utilized  in  growing  the 
crop  during  the  past  year  and  an  additional  2 percent  are  expected  for  1 97 7 ' s crop. 

FLOWERING  BEDDING  PLANTS 


Sales  of  all  types  of  flowering  bedding  plants  in  the  25  most  important  States  during  1976 
totaled  20  million  flats.  The  crop  was  grown  on  31.9  million  square  feet  and  the  equivalent 
wholesale  value  was  placed  at  $61.4  million.  For  1977,  growers  expect  to  increase  output  by 
planting  33.2  million  square  feet,  a 4 percent  increase  over  1 976 ' s level.  Four  States,  Cali- 
fornia, Massachusetts,  Michigan,  and  Ohio,  accounted  for  over  half  of  the  Nation's  sales. 

VEGETABLE  BEDDING  PLANTS 


Producers  of  all  types  of  vegetable  bedding  plants  in  the  25  major  producing  States  register- 
ed a total  sales  figure  of  27.5  million  flats  in  1976.  The  crop  was  grown  on  15.2  million  square 
feet  and  had  a value  of  over  $47  million.  Growers  intend  to  utilize  15.7  million  square  feet 
during  1977,  a 3 percent  increase.  In  California,  which  accounted  for  nearly  three-fourths  of 
total  sales,  the  area  in  production  is  expected  to  rise  only  2 percent  in  1977. 
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Not  included  in  the  tabulation  were  over  7,200  acres  of  vegetable  transplants  in  Georgia, 
Maryland,  North  Carolina  and  Texas,  with  the  wholesale  value  of  sales  placed  at  nearly  $11 
million. 


NUMBER  OF  GROWERS  SURVEYED  1/ 


STATE 

1975 

: 1976 

STATE 

1975 

: 1976 

ALA  2/ 

45 

MINN 

91 

97 

ARK  2/ 

6 

MO 

59 

70 

CALIF 

650 

708 

N J 

177 

171 

COLO 

154 

211 

N Y 

282 

460 

CONN  3/ 

72 

105 

N C 

64 

134 

FLA 

327 

392 

OHIO 

486 

506 

GA  2/ 

210 

OREG  3/ 

55 

88 

ILL 

140 

185 

PA 

246 

289 

IND 

105 

139 

TENN 

36 

43 

IOWA 

69 

83 

TEX 

60 

64 

KANS  2/ 

14 

VA  2/ 

38 

MD 

49 

75 

WASH 

56 

61 

MASS  3/ 

280 

347 

WIS 

116 

100 

MICH  3/ 

225 

355 

TOTAL 

3,799 

4,996 

1/  NUMBER  OF  PRODUCERS  GROWING  ONE  OR  MORE  OF  THE  CROPS  SURVEYED  IN  THE  STATES  SHOWN.  DATA  NOT 
COMPARABLE  FROM  1975  TO  1976  DUE  TO  PROGRAM  CHANGES  (SEE  PAGE  2 FOR  EXPLANATION). 

2J  DATA  FOR  YEARS  PRIOR  TO  1976  NOT  AVAILABLE. 

3/  REVISED  1975  DATA. 
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